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INTRODUCTION TO THE 1968 EDITION

When Colonel F. T. Gilbert wrote his introductionarea, and we do know that he accompanied anotherhappy that Howell-North Books have decided to repro-
to the first edition of Thompson & West in 1879, he saidexpedition sent out by the Hudson’s Bay Company partduco the volume of Thompson & West on our county..
that the plan of the history was "to give events inway to the San Joaquin. Talk around the campfire mustSurely historians everywhere should have the opportu-
chronological order from the time the first white manhave sometimes centered on the climate of the sun-nity to learn abGut its story.
saw the San- Joaquin River until the close of 1850,"drenched valley. Game was abundant here and elk andWhen Carl Ewald Grunsky wrote his "Stockton Boy-
which included the organization of California. Sinceantelope roamed in quantity. Once, m~ good friend, Dr.hood" in 1959, he mentioned that the Indians probably
no history of the San Joaquin Valley had been writtenRockwell Hunt, told me of the fowl that filled the airwere most familiar with the area because of the rich
up to that time, the author attempted to put the eventsduring his boyhood days. In the time of our first whitetrapping and fishing, and sometimes, the Mexicans,
of history in order without the benefit of historical per-trappers, the sun must sometimes have been obliteratedunder Spanish rule, lef~ cattle straying ha the valley and
spective. He had only imperfect records to use for hisby the flocks of birds, a number of wild horses were here. The fur trappers
research and relied heavily on his friends and the gen-According to George Tinkham in his 1923 H~storyestablished a rendezvous at "El Campo de los Fran-
oral public for information. Today, the historian hasof San ]oaquin County, the wild roses and the black-ceses", now French Camp, but Captain Weber’s attrac-
many more tools to use for his study, and in the pastberry bushes grew along the banks of the river here intion to the "park-like" valley began the settlement.
few years, great quantities of original m~iterial in thegreat profusion. Mr. Tinkham also refers to the groves Although Bayard Taylor was writing about the
form of diaries and letters have been collected. Theof oaks which supplied the hnnber for homes, boatsSanta Clara Valley, I should like to suggest that he
pres’ent-day historian has an easier thne recording localand fuel. Fortunately for us today, a few oaks survive,might haye been describing our valley when he wrote:
history, but one cannot fail to admire the careful plan-The San Joaquin Valley with which this book deals "The following morning, I resumed my walk up the
ning and meticulous care used in producing the Historywas described three years earlier by Mary Cone in hervalley. The soft, cloudless sky - balmy atmosphere -
o~ San 1oaquin County. Two Years in California, 1876, on pages 101 and 102:the mountain ranges on either hand, stretching far be-

In glancing over the illustrations one must constant-"The San Joaquin has the advantage as to quantity and fore me unlS1 they vanished in the purple haze - the
ly admire the many lovely residences and the gardenprobably also as to the quality of land ....Stockton sea-like s~veep of the plain, with the islands and shores
look of the towns of our valley county. It is hard to is at the head of the valley and the entrep6t of its trade, of dark green oak, and picturesque variety of animal
believe that without the’ Gold Rush, the San Joaquin... It is a flourishing place of twelve thousand inhabi- life on all sides, combined to’form a landscape which

Valley would not have prospered, for the climate alonerants ....The rainfall in Stockton averages twenty may have been equalled but never surpassed."
inches.. In 1872, twenty million bushels of wheat Too often we have dwelled on crime or u_nfairnesswould have attracted many people. The pictures were ¯ "

taken "from Original Sketches by Artists of the Highest[were produced in the San Joacluin and Sacramentoin the history of the West. Here we have a book de-
Valleys] ... From the fraction of the San Joaquin Val-voted to homes, business and to the Western CharacterAbility," according to the title page. Indeed, the repro-ley that was cultivated twelve million dollars worth ofof the people. The history of San Joaquin County isductions of the sketches catch much of the feeling ofwheat was taken, equal in value to more than half the "

the life of the early era and the costumes of the peopleproduct of all the mines of the State for. the twelveehanging~ just as it wasxin the days of Colonel Gilbert.
alone are worth contemplation. Each detail is perfectmonths, while the number of producers.., of wheatSince most people in ou~ County are .not native-born,
and close scrutiny shows the people engaged in every-was not equal to a tithe of those employed in gettingthis book on its history gives them a sense of belonging.
day activity characteristic of the time and place, the gold." Miss Cone was happy to live at such a time ROBERT E. BURNS, President

In 1825, Jedediah Smith entered the San Joaquinwhen man had learned to cope with irrigation. UN~VERSrrr OF Trm PACiFic
Valley as the head of.a trapping party. He left in 1827,So - it would be easy to muse on for hours about
going out by way of the Sacramento Valley. We wonderthe wealth of the great San Joaquin- both in natural Stockton California
what Mr. Smith thought of this fertile and well stockedgifts and in man’s contribution to the county. I am most ~anuary, 1968
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